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SUBJECT: LIBYAN ALLEGATION OF US NAVAL VESSEL IN 
DISPUTED WATERS 

A. TRIPOLI 281, B. TUNIS 1402, C. COMSIXFLT 011312Z MAR 77 

1 . ALLEGATION BY LIBYAN MIN STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
REPORTED REF A IS FALSE. DOD REPORTS THAT NO REPEAT NO 
U.S. NAVAL VESSELS HAVE OPERATED IN THE SEA AREA BOUNDED 
BY LATITUDES 33 AND 35 NORTH AND LONGITUDES 1 1 DEGREES 

40 MINUTES AND 13 DEGREES 30 MINUTES EAST SINCE CURRENT 
FLAREUP ON FEBRUARY 17. IN PRINCIPLE, HOWEVER, USG 
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RESERVES RIGHT TO EXERCISE FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION, OVER- 
FLIGHT AND OTHER REASONABLE USES OF HIGH SEAS IN ACCORDANCE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

2. EMBASSY IS AUTHORIZED MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS TO MIN 
STATE TRAYKI AT APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITY: THERE ARE NO 
REPEAT NO U.S. NAVAL VESSELS OPERATING IN THE DISPUTED 
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AREA. THE QUOTE LARGE TUNISIAN NAVAL SHIP UNQUOTE MENTIONED 
BY THE MIN STATE WAS NOT REPEAT NOT AN AMERICAN SHIP. 

UNITED STATES NAVAL VESSELS AT SEA ALWAYS FLY THE FLAG OF 
THE UNITED STATES AND NEVER FLY THE FLAG OF ANOTHER NATION 
UNLESS ENGAGED IN OFFICIAL CEREMONIAL EXCHANGES IN 

ACCORDANCE INTERNATIONAL CUSTOM. USG HAS TAKEN NO REPEAT 
NO POSITION ON THE LEGAL MERITS OF THE DISPUTE BETWEEN 
LIBYA AND TUNISIA OVER THE DELINEATION OF CONTINENTAL 
SHELF BOUNDARIES. WE ARE, HOWEVER, PLEASED TO HEAR THAT 
LARG INTENDS TO SETTLE DISPUTE AMICABLY THROUGH WORLD 
COURT. 

VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NAVAL FORCES, TERRITORIAL WATERS VIOLATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE046476 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: MCKING/PM/ISO:JBURGESS:PAW 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770072-0434 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770399/aaaadjvw.tel 

Line Count: 75 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 2ebfd7be-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3226398 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LIBYAN ALLEGATION OF US NAVAL VESSEL IN DISPUTED WATERS A. TRIPOLI 281, B. TUNIS 1402, C. COMSIXFLT 011312 
TAGS: PFOR, MPOL, LY, TS, US 
To: TRIPOLI 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2ebfd7be-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



